[Retinoid receptors in epidermoid carcinoma of the ORL sphere].
Head and neck tumors from 20 patients were investigated for the presence and the level of retinoid binding proteins (cellular retinoic acid binding protein or CRABP, cellular retinol binding protein or CRBP). A binding assay-gel filtration technic was used. CRABP were found in all tumors and in the adjacent normal tissues. A decreased level was associated with poor prognostic factors. CRBP were only found in some tumors and were absent from the adjacent normal tissue and from benign tumors. These results are discussed as regards their interest in prognostic evaluation and therapeutic orientation.